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AUIS FACES THE BRAIN DRAIN In this Issue

Saman Fuad

A high majority of Kurdish 
youth wish to migrate out 
of Kurdistan, including the 
most educated, due to lack 
of opportunities, more free-
doms and adventure which 
has created a phenomenon 
called the brain-drain that 
is influencing the region’s 
progress. 
   According to a study by 
the International Organiza-
tion for Migration in coop-
eration with the British For-
eign Ministry, 79 percent of 
Kurdish youth wish to leave 
Kurdistan. This data seems 
to be quite familiar in uni-
versities as well. 
   At our own university, a 
sample of the students gave 
an overwhelming “yes” to 
the question, “would you 
leave Kurdistan right now?” 
The reasons varied from 
pure adventure to lack of 
opportunity to security to 
pure adventure. 
Of course, there were many 
young people who went 
outside in search of better 
education and expanding 
their ambition. Prusha Has-
san, a former AUIS alumna 
and current grad-student at 
George Washington Univer-
sity, explained how difficult 
it is to have opportunities 
especially due to the polit-

icization of industries such 
as energy, and oil. She cur-
rently studies energy policy 
and remarked on how “you 
can’t get a good paying job 
in the energy industry unless 
you are connected to a polit-
ical party or from a highly 
connected family.” 
   There are also the reverse 
brain-drainers who travelled 
outside for education and 
opportunity and then came 
back to work in their native 
country. They agree that this 
trend has a negative effect 
on the Kurdish economy 
and society, and had some 
advice for those who want 
to leave and those who want 
to change the situation. 
   Alka Aziz, an alumna of 
AUIS and former grad-stu-
dent at Harvard who came 
back this year to teach, ad-
vised young Kurds to know 
why exactly they would 
leave outside. She elaborat-
ed by saying that her plan 
was always to come back 
and help the education sys-
tem in Kurdistan. “I did not 
go to help the USA,” Alka 
said. “They already have ca-
pable people who can do the 
job.” 
   Choman Hardi, a profes-
sor of English at AUIS who 
came back in 2010 to teach, 
saw traveling as a “right 
that can’t be taken away 

from the youth.” However, 
she advised young Kurds to 
have “more commitment” 
and emphasized that we 
need people to stay her if 
we want to make it a better 
place. 
   Akeel Abbas, an AUIS 
professor who came back to 
teach around 2010, said that 
we have a negative popula-
tion meaning that we don’t 
make things happen, but 
rather wait for other people 
to do so. His advice was to 
have continuous, regular 
protests and demonstrations 
or any other form of social 
activism with an organized 
goal in mind.
   There is also large seg-
ment of students feel that 
there really is no security or 
stability in the region. Daver 
Mohammed, an IS student 
at AUIS said: “A bright fu-
ture requires economic and 
life security, and we have 
none.” He elaborated by 
saying there are currently no 
full salaries for government 
employees which is a huge 
issue. Also, he said that the 
situation between Kurdish 
and Iraqi forces is “very 
fragile.”
   Still, there were people 
who felt that the situation 
was not hopeless and sim-
ply wanted to leave because 
of adventure. Arez Aso, who 

is a faculty at AUIS, moun-
tain-climbing enthusiast and 
dance-instructor, said that 
the only reason he would 
leave is adventures. “In 
Kurdistan I have only have 
about six cities to explore,” 
he said. “Outside there will 
be many more cities and 
more cultures to meet as 
well.”  
   The youth in Kurdistan and 
AUIS were split on whether 
they would come back to 
Kurdistan after they would 
leave or not. Some said: 
“Of course we would come 
back!” but added no exact 
duration of how long they 
would stay outside if they 
did indeed go. Others gave 
a straight-forward “no” and 
said that this region is quite 
uncertain to come back to. 
And finally, some said that 
they would consider coming 
back if the situation got bet-
ter. 
   The ambivalence of re-
turning to Kurdistan begs 
the question: “How can this 
region get better if the peo-
ple who seek a better life 
go outside?” The answer is 
not written in any university 
text book or an answer that 
a university professor can 
come up with. It is up to the 
youth of AUIS and Kurdis-
tan to solve thais paradox. 

Is Majoritarian Democracy 
feasible for Iraq?
Is it fair in a democracy 
for the majority to always 
have their way? Do the 
minority not matter? Da-
var Mohammed explores 
on page 3.

CDGS Hosts Silent Auction
The Center for Gender Devel-
opment and Studies hosted a 
silent auction and organized 
several other activities recent-
ly for Women’s Week. Find 
out what they were up to on 
page 4.

Champions’ League quarter 
final draw
The Champions’ League 
quarter final first legs kick 
off this week. See which 
teams are going up against 
each other on page 5.
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Czech Court Releases Saleh Muslim 
While his Extradition Process is Ongoing
Mohammed Shekhany

A court in Czech Republic has 
acquitted Saleh Muslim, the for-
mer Syrian-Kurdish leader of 
Democratic Union Party (PYD), 

on Feb. 27 despite Turkey’s call 
for extradition elevating angry 
statements in Ankara about the 

decision.
   The decision was blasted and 
slammed by senior officials in 
Ankara. Turkish Deputy PM and 
spokesperson of government, 
Bekir Bozdag, accused Czech 

Republic of “backing terrorism”, 
and warned of negative impacts 
on their bilateral relations.

In a statement, Turkish Foreign 
Ministry recognized the decision 
to be incompatible with Czech’s 
“jurisdictional responsibility 
of international law and fight 
against terrorism.”

According to Ahval News, Czech 
Republic’s Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs issued a statement deny-

ing breaching any of its “interna-
tional legal obligation because 
the court [...] did not conclude 
extradition proceedings”.
   Turkey demanded Saleh’s ex-
tradition after he was detained 
in Prague on Feb 25. However, 
a Czech court released him two 
days after, refusing to retain him 
in custody. The reason according 
to Al Jazeera is that “the extradi-
tion process could take a month 
or even half a year.” In addition, 
according to Saleh’s lawyer, 
Saleh had promised to be at the 
disposal of the court.
   Saleh is in Turkey’s Interior 
Ministry’s “most wanted terror-
ists” list, with 1 million-dollar 
bounty to report his place.
According to Al-Monitor, Turkey 
claims that “Saleh was involved 
in a March 2016 car bomb attack 
in the heart of Ankara that left at 
least 37 people dead and over a 
hundred wounded.”
“[Other] charges against him in-
clude damaging public property 
and national unity, predominated 
murder and transporting danger-
ous materials,” State-run Anado-

lu agency reported.
   The allegations stem from Tur-
key’s perception of PYD and its 
armed wing, YPG, to be “terror-
ist groups” with their rigid ties 
to PKK. The latter being a resis-
tance group, striving for self-rule 
in Turkey since 1984.
   In an interview with Al-Mon-
itor, Saleh did not deny that “he 
had met with Ocalan in Damas-
cus before he was forced out in 
Syria in 1998.” Nevertheless, he 
denied that PYD and its armed 
wing, YPG, to be an extension of 
PKK and said that “their think-
ing is inspired by [Ocalan’s] 
teachings.”
   According to a report by Al-Ja-
zeera: “[Saleh] didn’t take the ar-
rest warrant seriously in Europe 
prior to his detention as he was 
amid 49 others in this Turkish 
list, hanging around in Europe 
freely [...] nobody was taking it 
seriously.”
   “It’s nothing. It’s unbelievable. 
First of all, I am a citizen of Syr-
ia. I am not a citizen of Turkey 
and the second thing is, I am a 
politician,” he added.

Abadi Lifts Flight Embargo on Kurdistan Airports
Shad Hawrami

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider 
Al-Abadi announced in a de-
cree issued on March 13, the re-
sumption of international flights 
in the Kurdistan Region.
   The statement released by the 
PM’s office said that the flight 
embargo was lifted after the 
“response of local authorities in 
the Kurdistan region” and their 
agreement to the “restoration of 
federal authority on the two air-
ports.”
   Kurdish Prime Minister 
Nechirvan Barzani welcomed 
Abadi’s decision over cancel-
ing the flight ban and said that 
they will continue to “work with 
counterparts in Baghdad to ad-
dress all outstanding issues be-
tween the Kurdistan Region and 
Iraqi Government.” 
   NATO members expressed 
their concerns over the diplo-
matic sanctions held by Bagh-
dad over Erbil after September 
25 and demanded both sides to 
reach “concrete solutions.”
   The United States Ambassa-
dor to Iraq Douglas Silliman 
praised the Iraqi government’s 
decision and encouraged both 
sides to continue talks over 
“outstanding issues until lasting 

resolutions to all remaining dif-
ferences can be achieved.”
   France and the United King-
dom have also commended 
the progress made by the Iraqi 

Government and the Kurdistan 
Regional Government (KRG) 
over the current vital issues in 
the area. 
   French president Emmanu-
el Macron lauded the decision 
made by Baghdad to lift the 
flight ban over Kurdistan and 
showed his country’s support 
“to strengthen the national dia-
logue in Iraq.”
   Also, in an official statement, 
the German Embassy in Bagh-

dad urged the Iraqi Government 
and the KRG to “find concrete 
solutions to their differences on 
the basis of the Iraqi Constitu-
tion without further delay” and 

warned that 

“
stability in [Iraq] 

depends on the res-
olution of internal 

conflicts.

”
   The Iraqi Government im-

posed the flight embargo after 
the historic September 25 in-
dependence referendum, which 
many people saw as a punish-
ment for their votes to separate 

from Iraq.
   However, PM abadi reiterated 
in a press conference this Feb. 
20 that he does not want the 
Kurdish citizens to be punished. 
“They are our citizens,” he add-
ed.
   Abadi has wanted to extend 
the Federal control over the 
Kurdistan region after the ma-
jority voted for secession from 
Iraq in the referendum. 
   “We continue in strengthening 

the authority of the federal gov-
ernment in all of Iraq, including 
the crossings of the Kurdistan 
Region, the airports in Sulaim-
ani and Erbil,” he added. 

   “The ban has affected inter-
national flights and for a simple 
reason,” he said. “Because this 
is an international entry point, 
and based on the constitution, 
international entry points fall 
within the exclusive jurisdiction 
of the federal government.” 

photo from warmedia.com

Iraqi Prime Minister Haider Al-Abadadi giving his weekly press conference
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Is Majoritarian De-
mocracy feasible 
for Iraq?
Davar Mohammad

The Kurdish referendum of Sep-
tember 25th has altered the po-
litical landscape of Iraq. The fine 
relations among the major politi-
cal parties of Iraq, the Kurds and 
Shiite, were impacted negatively 
due to the referendum. Howev-
er, the goals of the referendum 
were not accomplished, and as a 
result 51% of the disputed Kurd-
ish-held territories was lost to 
the Iraqi government. The Kurd-
ish referendum seriously alerted 
the ruling Shiite political elites to 
review the political structure of 
Iraq in order to thwart any suc-
cessful attempts by the Kurds. 
  The post-Saddamist regime 
was the period that the Shiites of 
Iraq became the dominant player 
in the Iraqi political arena. The 
political position of Sunnis was 
weakened after the destruction 
of the Baathist regime. However, 
even though not all Sunnis were 

Ba’athists, they were still viewed 
as a defeated component of Iraqi 
politics. This view led to the po-
litical marginalization of the 
Iraqi Sunnis that later resulted 
in mass demonstrations in the 
Sunni regions against the gov-
ernment and the emergence of 
the Islamic State. Some believed 
that this view towards minorities 
could be changed in the post-
ISIS period, but the fall of Kirkuk 
and the ill-fated referendum, re-
newed that outlook, this time, to-
wards the Kurds.
   Since 2003 the form of the de-
mocracy that has been practiced 
in Iraq has been the coalition 
model. Before jumping into the 
argument of which form might 
fit Iraq’s political system best, a 
brief introduction might be nec-
essary. 
  In the political sciences, de-
mocracy, unlike how its known 
amongst people, has different 
kinds. The popular model which 

is widely known by everyone is 
the majoritarian model of de-
mocracy. In this model, the po-
litical entity that wins the major-
ity of the votes is able to form the 
government. And the minority 
that did not win the elections 
would become the opposition. 
Usually, this form is practiced 
in the centralized governments, 
and the most well-known exam-
ple of this model is in the United 
Kingdom. 
   In order to practice this model 
smoothly, without causing trou-
ble for the political environment, 
there has to be certain criteria. 
Firstly, this system is practiced 
in those contexts in which the 
people are not very ethnically 
and culturally diverse. Secondly, 

the political parties that have the 
role in the country are those that 
represent a comprehensive inter-
est and will of the entire country 
not a single ethnicity or group. 
Thirdly, the political entities do 
not have essential differences 
in terms their political ideology 
such as secularism versus theoc-
racy. If we apply these criteria to 
Iraq, none of them would be met 
due to the diversity in religions, 
cultures, and ethnicities. Hence, 
in order to have a politically sta-
ble country, we have to forget 
this form of democracy and look 
forward to another form which is 
the coalition model. 
   The most remarkable difference 
in the coalition form of democ-
racy would be that the minorities 

that could not win the majority 
of the votes are not powerless. 
In other words, being opposition 
is not the only choice on the ta-
ble. Also, any bills could not be 
passed without the consent of the 
minorities. Hence, the minorities 
do not feel they are isolated or 
marginalized because they would 
be politically active participants. 
With the spread of these voices, 
especially those among the Shi-
ite political parties that ask for a 
majoritarian form of democracy, 
it will not be costless to switch to 
the coalition model due to the 
differences that exist among the 
Iraq’s components.

credits: thematpicture.com

World Superpowers 
Watch as Turkey 
Attacks Afrin                 

Awyer Jwanroyi

   The Turkish military start-
ed an offensive on Afrin af-
ter Turkish president Recep 
Teyyip Erdogan vowed to 
destroy “terrorists” neigh-
boring Turkey's south-west-
ern border. While main-
ly populated by civilians, 
the Kurdish town of Afrin 
holds a population of about 
170,000 people and faces 
the same destiny as eastern 
town of Ghouta if world su-
perpowers do not intervene. 
Because sieges in Syria and 
Iraq have proven to be dev-
astating as bombers and ar-
tillery try to make way for 

infantry, Afrin may suffer 
countless civilian losses and 
immeasurable destruction.
   The People's’ Protection 
Units (YPG) that controls 
the Afrin region has long 
been allies with the US and 
Russia in the fight against 
ISIS, and has proven to be 
a more worthy and effec-
tive force in the war against 
ISIS as they helped recap-
ture Raqqa - the capital of 
the Islamic caliphate - and 
numerous other ISIS-con-
trolled locations in Syria; all 
of this while Turkey provid-
ed passage for foreign ISIS 
fighters into Syria, released 
ISIS prisoners and denied 
Incirlik air base to US per-

sonnel for use against ISIS. 
   So why are the US and 
Russia idle and silent as the 
offensive on Afrin contin-
ues? 
   One of the biggest reasons 
is that Turkey is perhaps the 
biggest ally for both coun-
tries in the Middle East, and 
whichever country manag-
es to completely win Tur-
key over to their side, gains 
large influence and secures 
its interests in the region. 
   Another reason for Rus-
sia not interfering is secur-
ing more territory for its 
main ally in Syria which is 
the Assad regime. Some po-
litical analysts suggest that 
there is an ongoing bargain 

between Russia and Tur-
key, which includes Russian 
troops retreating from Af-
rin and allowing Turkey to 
eradicate the Kurdish threat 
on its borders, in exchange 
for Turkey handing over Af-
rin to the Assad regime.
   There are many risks to 
the continuation of the of-
fensive on Afrin. One of 
them is the retreat of YPG 
fighters from eastern fronts 
to return to Afrin, which 
will give rise to ISIS again 
and allow them to seize 
territory that they had pre-
viously lost to the Kurdish 
forces. It will also cost the 
US the only non-radical ally 
it has in the Syrian region: 

the YPG. And perhaps the 
biggest downside is the con-
tinuation of the Syrian civil 
war which has lasted over 
seven years thus far.
   Although Erdogan's rea-
son for this operation is 
“eradicating terrorist threat 
on Turkish borders,” we 
can without a doubt say that 
his real objective is the eth-
nic cleansing of the Kurds 
in Syria. And even though 
Erdogan calls the Kurdish 
forces defending Afrin ter-
rorists, he has embraced 
groups such as Hamas in the 
past that are known to open-
ly target civilians, and all of 
this while the international 
community remains silent.

Credits: rt.com
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CGDS Hosts Silent Auction for Fine Arts 
on International Women’s Week
Karbin Darwesh

On March 3rd, 2018, at Sulaima-
ni Palace, the Center for Gender 
and Development Studies-AUIS 
held an Auction gallery for two 
Kurdish female artists. The two 
local artists were Avan Sdiq and 
Narmin Mustafa. CGDS also in-
vited the president, faculty and 
lecturers of AUIS. 
   The goal of the project was to 
introduce a new model of sell-
ing art works and to financially 
support the artists by holding 
an auction. Avan Mustafa, one 

of the artists, said, “We want to 
introduce the idea of auctioning 
art works to make it possible 
for everyone to own an origi-
nal piece of art.” The revenue 
earned on the event was for the 
two local female artists. They 
were full time artists, and they 
did not have any other occupa-
tions. 
   CDGS also organized several 
other awareness-raising activi-
ties around campus. On March 
8th, they hosted a poetry slam 
at the newly renovated Bees 
Restaurant, where students and 

faculty shared writings dedicat-
ed to women. The university was 
decorated with purple ribbons 
and balloons for the week, and 
students wrote their names on a 
whiteboard using their mother’s 
name as their last name as rec-
ognition to their mothers. 
   CDGS’s mission is to obtain 
justice and equality for both 
genders. The center continues 
to strive to raise awareness and 
give women the recognition 
they deserve through activities 
and events such as the ones for 
Women’s Week.

AUIS has Failed to Reach its Predicted Growth
but has it been Their Own Fault?
Rez Latif

Back in 2009, when the Amer-
ican University of Iraq-Sulaim-
ani (AUIS) was only two years 
old, an official publication by the 
Kurdistan Regional Government 
by the name of Invest in Kurd-
istan published an article about 
AUIS in its very first issue that 
contained some predictions as 
well as some information about 
the University. What caught my 
attention most was their predic-
tion of having an estimated 5,000 
students by the year 2021 for 
AUIS.
   According to the publication, 
AUIS had about 500 students in 
2009. It now has about 1,500 stu-
dents, which is in no way close 
to the predicted number. In the 
best-case scenario, the univer-
sity might be able to double its 
number of its students by 2021; 
however even this may not be 
possible, especially given the 

events that 
followed the 
referendum 
of Septem-
ber 25th.
   Ever since 
2009, the 
p r o b l e m s 
b e t w e e n 
Kurdish and 
Iraqi gov-
e r n m e n t s 
have gotten 
worse by 
day, both 
demanding 
power over 
the other. The referendum for 
Kurdish independence on Sep-
tember 25th, 2017 has caused 
great turmoil in the region and 
has been a blow to many institu-
tions such as AUIS. 
   I personally interviewed the 
Dean of Students at AUIS, Geof-
frey Gresk, who informed me 
that many of those students from 

Middle East and Africa who were 
interested in studying at AUIS, 
had changed their minds follow-
ing the events of September 25th.
   As a result, instead of having 
an increase in the number of stu-
dents, AUIS has failed to meet 
with the 2009 predictions due to 
the events that happened in the 
region.
   It is worth mentioning, how-

ever, that the Baghdad and Erbil 
governments have been in touch 
during the past two months, but 
it is not clear whether they will 
reach an agreement. But the fact 
that both sides are willing to dis-
cuss the current issues might be 
a good sign for the region and 
AUIS in particular.
   Nonetheless, the provincial and 
parliamentary elections of Iraq 

will be on May 12. This election 
is crucial for Iraq and Kurdistan, 
since it might bring an end to the 
crises started in September 25th.
  -- Finally, any improvement 
in the situation might benefit 
AUIS because less crises means 
that more students from the sur-
rounding region would be will-
ing to come study at the univer-
sity.

Happening This Week:

Open Mic Night
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Russia still suffering consquences of 2016 doping ban
By: Yousif Al-Tamimi

If you saw the 2018 Winter 
Olympics in Pyeongchang, 
South Korea, you would have 
noticed that there were many 
Russian fans holding the Rus-
sian flag and cheering for 
their national team. And sure 
enough, the Russians won 17 
medals: 2 gold, 6 silver, and 9 
bronze. But how can this be, 
when Russia is banned from 
the Olympics?
Russia is indeed banned from 
the Olympics, and the athletes 
participating in the competition 
are of the “Olympic Athletes 
from Russia”, which is the In-
ternational Olympic Commit-
tee’s designation of selected 
Russian athletes permitted to 
participate in the 2018 Win-
ter Olympics, where they play 
under the Olympic flag rather 
than the Russian flag.
   Russia’s doping allegations 
came to worldwide attention 

when Germany aired a docu-
mentary about it in Dec. 2014, 
which claimed that Russia was 
running a state-run doping 
programme, which without a 
doubt was very humiliating for 
a country that takes pride in its 
high number of elite athletes. 
   In Nov. 2015, the World An-
ti-Doping Agency published a 
report confirming the allega-
tions, prompting the Interna-
tional Association of Athletics 
Federations to suspend Russia 
indefinitely from world track 
and field events. And On De-
cember 9, 2016 a Canadian 
lawyer published an independ-
ent report. His investigation 
found that from 2011 to 2015, 
more than 1,000 Russian com-
petitors in various sports bene-
fited from the cover-up of the 
doping, which as previously al-
leged, confirmed that it was run 
by the state.
   On Dec. 2017, after several 
investigations with the Russian 

athletes, Russia was banned 
from the winter Olympics until 
further notice.
  The Russians have not been 
too pleased with the the devel-
opments, and according to a 
popular Russian newspaper, 86 
percent of Russians are against 

the actions that led to Russia not 
competing under the nation’s 
flag and anthem. Vladimir Pu-
tin, the president of Russia, 
who has always showed a keen 
interest in his country’s Olym-
pic team, stated that the USA is 
“using the Olympics to meddle 

in the Russian presidential elec-
tion.” Also, the Russian Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs, Sergey 
Lavrov, was not far away from 
Putin’s point of view, by stat-
ing that the USA “fears honest 
competition.”

as world cup fever kicks in, who are the favorites?
By: Shad Hawrami

The World Cup is set to take 
place in Russia this year from 

June 14 to July 15. Russia and 
Saudi Arabia meet in the open-
ing game of the tournament, 
which is being built up to be 

one of the most boring matches 
of the tournament.
   Five-time winners Brazil are 
seeking redemption after their 
embarrassing defeat to the title 
holders Germany in Brazil. A 
team equipped with the likes of 
Neymar, Gabriel Jesus, Coutin-
ho, and Willian up front, cou-
pled with the newly appointed 
coach Tite, will be hoping to 
bring the sixth title back home.
   The title holders Germa-
ny have gone through a lot of 
changes since their victory in 
Brazil. With several key play-
ers retiring from international 
football, Die Manschaft will be 

counting on young players such 
as Sane and Werner to be the 
shining stars of the Mundial.
   Spain enjoyed a long spell of 
world domination under Vicente 
del Bosque, winning the 2008 
Euro, 2010 World Cup, and the 
2012 Euro, but the 2014 world 
cup did not work out for them as 
planned as they were knocked 
out in the group stages. The re-
generation of the team has start-
ed ever since, and a new crop of 
players who look capable of go-
ing all the way will be wearing 
the La Roja jersey in Moscow.
   Losing three cup finals in the 
last three consecutive summers, 

Argentina will be determined to 
end their drought this year. Li-
onel Messi, who decided to re-
tire from the national team after 
his penalty miss against Chile in 
his third cup-final, came back to 
rescue the team in the CONME-
BOL qualifiers. The presence of 
the five time Ballon D’or win-
ner among the Tango team is a 
big boost to his teammates and 
labels Argentina as one of the 
contenders to win the greatest 
tournament ever. 
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Champions’ League Draw Pits European Giants Against Each Other
Artin Barawi

The quarter final draw of the 
Champions’ League has been 
made, and there are some 
huge games to look forward 
to in the coming weeks. 
   The current holders Real 
Madrid are up against Ju-
ventus in what is undoubt-
edly the biggest match of the 
round. Real Madrid easily 
saw off PSG in the last 16 af-
ter the absence of world re-
cord signing Neymar in the 
second leg. Juventus beat a 
brave Tottenham Hotspur at 
Wembley Stadium after the 
tie was poised at 2-2 in the 
first leg. 

   Manchester City will face 
Liverpool in an all-English 
quarter final. Liverpool are 
the only team to have beaten 
the sky blues in the league 
this season and will be look-
ing to repeat the same feat 
again. Liverpool were in 
control in the last 16 against 
Porto with a 5-0 aggregate 
scoreline. Manchester City 
were also comfortable in 
their victory over Basel with 
a 5-2 aggregate scoreline. 
   Barcelona’s 3-0 victory 
over Chelsea in the last round 
reaffirmed their credentials 
as one of the favorites for 
the competition, and will 
relying on the likes of Mes-

si and Iniesta to see them 
past Roma, who struggled 
against Shakhtar Donetsk, 
only managing to beat them 
on away goals. 
   Bayern face Sevilla after 
an unsurprising 8-1 aggre-
gate result against Turkish 
side Besiktas. Sevilla will 
consider themselves lucky 
to have come this far, after 
a 2-1 win over a poor Man-
chester United side in the 
last 16. 
   The first leg of the Cham-
pions’ League quarter finals 
will be played on April 3rd 
and April 4th.
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The future of Key-
board and Mouse

The Middle East Has a Cryptocurrency to Rival Bitcoin
Aya Adnan

It is likely that we are witness-
ing a new breakthrough in the 
Middle East. But don’t worry, 
this time it is not going to be like 
the Arab Spring! It is actually a 
new technology that has created 
a buzz around the world: Block-
chain technology. In the Middle 
East, the same technology has 
been commercialized under the 
named of “ArabianChain”. But 
using blockchain technology is 
not something new in the Middle 
East. Israel has already started 
using blockchain. As a matter of 
fact, “Israel recognized bitcoin 
as a ‘virtual currency’, apt for 
payments” according to Sanya 
Samtani.
   However, ArabianChain is 
slightly different. Alsehli, Arabi-
anChain founder, told Al Arabi-
ya, “We did not directly develop 
a currency similar to bitcoin so 
we developed a platform called 
ArabianChain, and it is in a way 
the first public and decent block-

chain in the Arab world. For this 
blockchain to be running, it re-
quires a fuel and here is where 
Dubaicoin comes in. So it is the 
fuel and the crypto-currency of 
this platform”
   DubaiCoin can be programmed 
to represent shares in a com-
pany or even a vote in an elec-
tion.   ArabianChain is the first 
public, decentralized and con-
sensus-driven blockchain in the 
MENA region that allows for 
self-executing and globally ac-
cessible smart contracts and de-
centralized apps to be developed, 
and for digital tokens to be trans-
acted, tracked and safeguarded 
over a network of thousands of 
connected yet distributed devic-
es. “ArabianChain technology 
is an open source, communi-
ty-based project with the goal 
of building a decentralized, con-
sensus-driven, peer to peer, open 
source, blockchain-based plat-
form for distributed applications. 
ArabianChain tech will leverage 
and improve blockchain tech-

nology and build a full-featured 
application platform on top of 
it.” Therefore, it might be more 
exciting to own ArabianChain 
instead of Blockchain and in-
vest in DubaiCoin instead of in-

vesting in bitcoin. Eventually, it 
could be even safer to invest in 
DubaiCoin since the UAE is a 
development-driven country and 
investments are growing rapidly 
in this region of the world.

OSCARS 2018: What went on?
Chenar Chalack

On March 4th, the 90th annual 
Academy Awards was held at the 
Dolby Theatre in Hollywood, 
Los Angeles, California, hosted 
by comedian Jimmy Kimmel. 
Aside from the fact that it was 
the 90th anniversary of the pres-
tigious awards show, this year’s 
ceremony was historic for many 
other reasons, including the main 
theme of the night, which was 
the topic of sexual harassment, 
and the “Time’s Up” and “Me 
Too” movements.
   Guillermo Del Toro’s The 
Shape of Water was the biggest 
winner of the night, taking home 
four awards: Best Production 
Design, Best Score, Best Direc-
tor, and of course, the biggest 
prize of all, The Best Picture. 
Other nominees in the category 
of Best Picture also included: 
Three Billboards Outside Ebb-
ing Missouri, Get Out, Dunkirk, 
Phantom Thread, The Post, The 
Darkest Hour, Call Me By Your 
Name, and Lady Bird.
   The Shape of Water tells the 
story of a deaf janitor that forms 
a unique relationship with an 
amphibious creature that is being 
held in captivity at a top secret 
research facility in the 1960s. 
The movie earned visionary Di-
rector Guillermo Del Toro his 
first Oscar for directing after 
three previous nominations. And 
to achieve that feat, Del Toro 
had to compete with the other 
four nominees in that category, 

which were Christopher Nolan 
for Dunkirk, Jordan Peele for 
Get Out, Greta Gerwig for Lady 
Bird, and Paul Thomas Anderson 
for Phantom Thread.
   This year’s Best Actor in a 
Leading Role award went to the 
brilliant Gary Oldman for his 
role as Former British Prime 
Minister, Winston Churchill in 
The Darkest Hour. Other nom-
inees in that category included 
Denzel Washington for Roman 
J. Israel, Esq., Daniel Day-Lew-
is for Phantom Thread, Daniel 
Kaluuya for Get Out, and Tim-
othée Chalamet for Call Me By 
Your Name. This was Oldman’s 
second Oscar nomination and 
first win.
   Frances McDormand won the 
award for Best Actress in a Lead-
ing Role for her amazing por-
trayal of a mother taunting the 
police to uncover the truth about 
her daughter’s death in Three 
Billboards Outside Ebbing, Mis-
souri. Other nominees in that 

category included: Margot Rob-
bie for I, Tonya, Saiorse Ronan 
for Lady Bird, Sally Hawkins for 
The Shape of Water, and Meryl 
Streep for The Post. This was 
McDormand’s fifth Oscar nomi-
nation and second win. She took 
home her first Oscar for her role 
in Fargo back in 1997. 
   Allison Janney for I, Tonya, 
and Sam Rockwell for Three 
Billboards Outside Ebbing, Mis-
souri, took home the awards for 
Best Actor and Best Actress in 
Supporting Roles.
   Jordan Peele made histo-
ry by becoming the first Afri-
can-American to win an Oscar 
for Best Original Screenplay for 
Get Out. Get Out was Jordan 
Peele’s directorial debut and it 
garnered him three Oscar nomi-
nations.
   Cinematographer Roger Deak-
ins broke his losing streak and 
won his first Oscar, after being 
nominated 14 previous times 
without a win, for his work on 

Blade Runner 2049.
   After winning five NBA cham-
pionships, Basketball legend 
Kobe Bryant is now also an 
Academy Award winning screen-
writer for his animated short film 
Dear Basketball. 
   The rest of the night’s winners 
are as follows. Dunkirk received 
three awards for Best Sound 
Mixing, Best Sound Editing 
and Best Film Editing. Coco for 
Best Original Song (Remember 
Me) and Best Animated Film. 
Call Me By Your Name for Best 
Adapted Screenplay. Blade Run-
ner 2049 for Best Visual Effects. 
A Fantastic Woman for Best For-
eign Film. Icraus for Best Doc-
umentray. Phantom Thread for 
Best Costume Design. The Dark-
est Hour for Best Makeup. The 
Silent Child for Best Live Action 
Short Film, and Heaven is a traf-
fic jam on the 405 for Best Doc-
umentary Short Subject. 
   Despite all these historical 
achievements, this year’s Oscar’s 
ratings scored an all-time low in 
TV viewership. This is mainly 
due to the fact that the Acade-
my always nominates films that 
were not watched by the majori-
ty of people and avoid nominat-
ing popular blockbusters, which 
leads to the loss of interest of the 
audience. Although it is hard to 
predict, it is possible that we will 
get a completely different set of 
nominees and a completely new 
approach for the Oscars in com-
ing years’ ceremonies.

Rawand Ali

In the last AUIS Voice issue, I 
talked about the new generation 
of headphones that will turn into 
3D audio with advanced im-
provements in headphones. Now, 
it is time to talk about a hardware 
that we use every day for texting, 
gaming, writing, coding, and so 
on, the keyboard. Keyboards are 
one of the most necessary hard-
ware for handling daily work. 
Over the past years, keyboards 
have developed with every gen-
eration by changing shapes, the 
locations of their keys, the type 
of buttons, as well as by adding 
more functions. The improve-
ments are never-ending. 
   A new gadget, Tap, has entered 
the market that combines features 
of both a keyboard and a mouse 
together! This could be the gadget 
that radically changes the way we 
type. This new gadget is wearable 
and allows your fingers to control 
the cursor, characters, and com-
mands. It fits between your 5 fin-
gers and connects to devices like 
your phone, laptop, tablet, smart 
watch, VR device, and so on via 
Bluetooth. 
You may be wondering how Tap 
is used. All you need is to see 
your device’s screen to see what 
you type. Wear the gadget and 
put your fingers on any surface, it 
could be a table, your arm, thigh, 
or any other surface near to you. 
After that, you simply type away. 
It is extremely easy to use and 
quite useful. 
   Of course, to accommodate 
for different hand sizes, the 
strap comes in two sizes, small 
and large. The small size is built 
for those with narrower palms, 
around 3 inches or less. The large 
size is built for palms wider than 
3 inches. The company website 
provides a guide that helps you 
figure out which size is best for 
you. The gadget costs the same 
for both sizes, $149.99.
   As with every other new gad-
get, users might face some chal-
lenges upon starting to use it. The 
first challenge most users face is 
how to use it and how to figure 
out the position of each character. 
To overcome this challenge, the 
gadget’s application comes with 
a game called Tap Genius, which 
helps train your fingers with the 
new system. Another challenge 
could arise when multiple devices 
try to connect to the gadget. How-
ever, Tap solves this problem by 
connecting to only one device at a 
time and will automatically con-
nect to the closest device.  
   New gadgets enter the market 
often, but not all of them are suc-
cessful. However, considering 
how practical and innovate Tap 
is, I believe it has a good chance. 
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what is art?
an artist at auis Shares her Thoughts
Artin Barawi
   Bahashty Ali is an undergradu-
ate student in her third semester at 
AUIS. When she isn’t busy study-
ing for CIV 101, she makes art. 
Her art consists mainly of draw-
ings, sketches, and paintings. I re-
cently sat down with Bahashty to 
talk about herself and her art. 

Tell me a bit about yourself. 
When did you get into drawing?
I’m Bahashty, I’m 19 years old. I 
started drawing about four years 
ago.
How did you learn to draw? 
What materials do you use?
I learned to draw on my own. I 
used videos and other online re-
sources to help me learn, but I 
never took any classes or had any 
sort of formal training. I start-
ed out with a regular pencil, but 
I soon learned to use charcoal 
and realised I draw better with 
it. I also use acrylic and oil paint 
sometimes, but mostly charcoal 
and pencil.
Has your art changed since you 
started? How?
Yes it has, a lot. I think I’ve gotten 
a lot better. When I started out, I 
wasn’t aware of the specific tech-
niques that there are to drawing, 
so I would just free draw. Now 
I sketch first, especially when I 
draw faces, I draw the lines first, 
so that everything is symmetrical. 
I used to think that I can’t draw 
people, but I worked on it-- most-
ly because my friends would keep 

asking me to draw them-- and 
now I’ve become a lot better. I 
was also reluctant to use colors 
at first because I thought it would 
ruin the drawing, but now I’m a 
lot more comfortable with using 
colors.
Is art something you want to pur-
sue as a career?
Not really. If I wanted to pursue 
it, I’d study fine arts. Art is some-
thing that I enjoy and I wouldn’t 
want to mix it with reality; it’s 
something I use to escape reality.
What is art, to you?
Everything is art. Art isn’t talent, 
I don’t believe that. I believe that 
anyone can make art, and that any-
thing can be art. I feel like there’s 
an artist inside everyone. Some 
people choose to get in touch with 
their artistic side and develop it, 
while others don’t. It’s all about 
practicing and improving what 
you already have. And people can 
have different ways of expressing 
their art, that is what I mean when 
I say “everything is art”. It can be 
obvious things like drawing and 
music, but it can also be everyday 
things like the way you dress or 
the way you decorate your room. 
Everything we do in our lives, it’s 
all art.
When you start working on a 
new drawing, where do you get 
the idea from? Do you try to 
recreate something you’ve seen 
or do you use your own imagi-
nation?
I mostly rely on my own imagina-

tion because I think I have a very 
strong imagination. My imagina-
tion drives me most of the time. I 
sometimes look at other people’s 
work to try and recreate bits and 
pieces, but I never recreate a com-
plete work. I’ve noticed I draw 
much better when I’m sad. I draw 
when I’m sad because I have so 
much to express that I can’t ex-
press with words, so I use art. 
You don’t like to talk about your 
art to people. Why is that?
 I don’t like to talk about my art 
because I don’t believe I can ex-
plain my art to people the way 
artists normally explain their art. 
That’s not something I can do. I 
always say “If I could have said 
it, then I wouldn’t have drawn it.”
I know this is hard for you, but 
tell me about the drawing. Who 
is she? (referring to the drawing 
featured on the right)
She’s just someone I imagined. 
She’s the same girl from all my 
other drawings, but I draw her dif-
ferently every time, and her face 
changes every time because she’s 
in a different situation. Most of 
my art is about how women are 
struggling in this life, especially 
where we live. Women have very 
limited freedom here. Freedom to 
go where they want and wear what 
they want. A lot of my art features 
women who have been emotion-
ally hurt. And my drawings aim to 
express that pain through the co-
lours that I use.
What about the tattoos in the 

drawing, what do those mean?
The tattoos symbolise the dual na-
ture of women. The flower on her 
neck symbolises the delicacy of 
women; a woman is delicate and 
pretty like a flower, but once the 
petals on a flower fall off, it can 
never be exactly as it was before. 

The Taurus on her arm symbolises 
her strength, but the flowers on its 
horn is a reminder of how delicate 
she is. On her chest is a hybrid of 
a butterfly and a bee. It symbolis-
es how even though she can be 
pretty and delicate like a butterfly, 
she can also sting you like a bee.
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