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The American University of Iraq, Sulaimani (AUIS) was established in
2007 as the first not-for-profit institution of higher learning in Kurdistan
and Iraq to offer students from across the country a comprehensive
liberal arts education. The Founder and Chairman Dr. Barham Salih, with
the support of governmental bodies and private sector companies, and
aided by a group of prominent and forward thinking individuals, created
an institution not only innovative in its teaching methodology, but also
unique in its role as an establishment of higher learning unaffected by
sectarian divides and affiliations.

AUIS offers a student-centered curriculum that embodies the philosophy,
standards, and teaching practices of the American higher education
model. The University admits all qualified students regardless of their
socio-economic, ethnic or religious background and places an emphasis
on diversity within the AUIS community. Today more than 1,600 students
from all parts of Kurdistan and Iraq study at AUIS where they learn
lasting values of respect for the individual and a spirit of free inquiry.

AUIS strives to be an academic center of excellence and public benefit
for the people of Kurdistan and Iraq. The University currently offers
10 undergraduate programs of study through six academic departments
as well as a Master’s of Business Administration degree through the
Business Department. AUIS seeks and admits students of high academic
merit. To measure their aptitude, the AUIS Admissions Office relies on
the Baccalaureate exam and the TOEFL ITP English test. All applicants
are required to take an English placement test upon admissions to AUIS.
About 90 percent of them require English language training before
joining the undergraduate academic program.



Academic Preparatory Program

The Academic Preparatory Program (APP) prepares non-native English
speaking high school graduates for their undergraduate studies by
strengthening their English language skills and providing them with the
student success training and intellectual tools needed to thrive in the
academic program. The program has been granted a five year accreditation
by the Commission on English Language Program Accreditation (CEA),
from April 2015 to April 2020. CEA is recognized by the U.S. Secretary
of Education as a national accrediting agency for English language
programs and institutions. APP operates with a high level of quality, with
an approved program of study, qualified instructors, adequate resources,
and approved recruitment and admissions policies.



Undergraduate Programs

The undergraduate curriculum at AUIS is structured to help students
learn to think critically, act ethically, write and speak clearly, study across
disciplines, become more curious about new and unfamiliar ideas, and
develop a global perspective on various topics. AUIS undergraduates
have the opportunity to explore a variety of disciplines before choosing
their major. This is facilitated by highly dedicated and professional
faculty members who foster classroom discussion, hands-on learning,
community service and independent study. AUIS professors integrate
new pedagogical techniques into their curriculum and actively extend the

learning experience beyond the classroom.

Each student is required to declare his or her major degree program in the
third semester of undergraduate studies in the Academic Program. AUIS
students also have the option of pursuing a secondary course of study
in addition to their degree program. Throughout their undergraduate
career, students must take courses in the Core Program which provides a
foundation of knowledge and reasoning to help students as they proceed
through their major studies. These required courses are in the humanities,
social sciences, math and natural sciences.




The Engineering Department offers breadth and depth in its engineering

programs, immersing students in an international-style engineering
curriculum taught by distinguished faculty members from around the
world and provides access to high quality lab resources. Engineering
graduates have an advantage in a quickly-evolving job market with an
increasing number of international companies. As the country’s economy
grows, a diversity of projects will demand a strong background in
engineering. Students in the Engineering programs graduate with a wide
knowledge of engineering practices and are aware of the management
challenges related to production and operations.

The Information Technology program is a technical degree program that
prepares students in the core competencies of the IT discipline, including
problem-solving, programming, networking and communications,
database systems, Internetand Web technologies, and information security.
Students in this program have the flexibility to add a minor concentration
in another degree program, such as Business Administration. Or they
may take additional courses in the discipline beyond those required for
the major, in pursuit of a particular IT program concentration.



The International Studies major, offered through the Social Sciences
Department, integrates political, economic, geographic, historical, and
anthropological approaches to the examination of the world. Students
explore contemporary and historical political and cultural systems as
well as their interaction in a global context, and apply multidisciplinary
theoretical approaches to local, national, and international issues.
Students learn to think critically, write persuasively, ask questions, and
consider problems from multiple perspectives. International Studies
prepares students for a wide range of careers, including diplomacy,
international business, non-governmental organizations, local and
national government, as well as in teaching and journalism. Students
also pursue graduate degrees in fields such as law, business, economics,
political science, and history.

The English Department offers two majors in literature and journalism.
Students who choose the English-Journalism major will acquire dexterity
in traditional and emerging media. All good writers begin as good readers:
student-journalists will steep themselves in literature so that they may
begin to intuitively understand the standards to which they aspire. The
program emphasizes individual field-work as a primary vehicle, allowing
students to cultivate their own interests as they learn all the necessary
skills. The English-Literature major prepares students to read and think
deeply about a range of literature written in the English language, not
just as critics and theoreticians, but also as educators. Students develop
powerful analytical and theoretical tools that help prepare them for a
variety of careers.

In the Business Administration program, students are equipped with
tools that help them excel in private sector enterprises. The curriculum
places an emphasis on critical thinking and problem solving and prepared
students, through a comprehensive blend of skills in accounting, finance,
economics, management, law and ethics and quantitative analysis to add
value in a variety of different commercial settings.



The Masters of Business Administration
The Business Administration Department also offers students three
different concentrations in the professional MBA program. The MBA

curriculum is taught by faculty members committed to excellence in
their professions and with real-world business experiences. Students
learn to build productive organizations through stimulating classroom
discussions, research projects and case studies covering a broad range
of subjects. The AUIS MBA program meets the accrediting standards
of both American and KRG accrediting institutions. The three areas of
concentration are Finance, Leadership and Project Management. The
Finance specialization includes advanced study and application in
budgeting and control procedures, international finance, portfolio theory,
risk management, and working capital management. The Leadership
curriculum is designed for those who want to lead organizational change
amid the challenges of an increasingly changing business landscape. The
AUIS MBA in Project Management introduces students to an increasingly
popular profession as more companies move to project team-based
business models.



Student Services

AUIS students are engaged in various extra-curricular activities as well and
belong to a number of different student-sponsored clubs and associations.
These activities are organized through the university’s Office of Student
Services. There are a number of ways in which Student Services focus
on enriching and supporting student life on campus to ensure the best
university experience possible. Student Services provides undergraduate
and graduate students with a variety of opportunities for professional and
personal development including, Career Services, internships and student
employment programs, Service Learning programs and volunteering
options, as well as athletics and student activities.
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