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Keynote speech: H. E. Qubad Talabani, Deputy Prime Minister, KRG
Opening Remarks: Matthias Mitman, U.S. Consul General, Erbil
1:30 - 3:30

Panel I:

Oil and Gas Policy and Industry:

As Iraq and Kurdistan oil production levels increased, oil prices
plummeted. This panel analyzes the various implications of fluctuating

oil prices on Irag and the Kurdistan region, as well as avenues for
government policy and institutional reform. Topics under discussion include
upstream and downstream sectors, assessment of oil and gas contracts,
and oil and gas revenue management.

Chaired by Dr. Bilal A. Wahab, CDNR Director
Faculty Member in AUIS Social Science Department

Speakers:

Dr. Thamir Al Ghadhban
Energy Advisor to the Iragi Prime Minister

Dr. Sherko Jawdat
Chair of Kurdistan Parliament’s Oil and Gas Committee

Dr. Qaiwan Siwaily
Managing Director, Iraq International Oil Services, Kurdistan International
Bank

Christie Milner
Senior Economic Officer, U.S. Consulate, Erbil



03:30—04:45
Panel II:

The Economy and the Private Sector:

Iraq’s economy and its institutions suffered under decades of war and
sanctions. Corruption runs rife. Iraq’s constitution envisions an open
economy; however, Iraq’s dependence on oil rent has deepened. Under
pressure from the current financial shock, does the economic system

need re-envisioning? How can the private sector become a greater player,
especially with employment and diversification? More importantly, how can
corruption be seriously addressed?

Chaired by Dr. Bayad Jamal Ali, AUIS Alumnus
Speakers:

Dr. Amanj Raheem:
Chief of Staff, KRG Council of Ministers

Dr. Abdulbasit Turki Saeed
Professor of Economics, Former Governor of Irag’s Central Bank and
Chairman of the Federal Board of the Supreme Audits

Adil Karim:
Iragi Deputy Minister of Industry

Dr. James Whitaker:
Deputy Office Director, USAID, Iraq

04:45—05:00 @
Coffee Break hosted by Garibaldi Cafe i care i Garibatai
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05:00—06:30
Panel lll:

Remarks offered by Mr. Rebaz Hamlan
KRG Finance Minister

Public Finance Management

Iraq’s Rentier Economy is facing a financial tsunami. Can the current
financial institutions and policies rescue the economy? Can the Iraqi
government and the KRG increase revenues and control spending? What
reforms and regulations are needed to activate the banking sector, boost
tax revenues and promote transparency? How can the next boom and
bust cycle be smoothened if not avoided? What can be done to maintain
intergenerational quality? Is Baghdad-KRG financial relations severed for
good?

Chaired by Aras Mohammed,
Finance Expert and Public Accountant

Speakers:

Khalid Chawashli
Chairman of KRG Board of Supreme Audit

Dr. Sabah Khoshnaw
Assistant Professor of Public Finance, Salahaddin University

Dr. Mohammed Rauf @

Professor of Economics, University of Sulaimani

CDNR
Jim Parks cdnr@auis.edu.krd
Financial Advisor to KRG www.auis.edu.krd/CDNR

[5 @CDNR_AUIS
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