
Mr.  Geoffrey’s  Quick  Guide  to  Research    

1. Find  the  source:  BBC  News,  New  York  Times,  Journal  of  the  American  Medical  Association,  etc.  

2. Use  the  source  for  a  direct  quote  or  indirect  quote  (a  paraphrase).  

3. Cite  the  source  in  your  essay.  This  is  called  the  “In-­‐text  Citation.”  

4. List  the  source  at  the  end  of  the  essay  on  a  separate  page.  This  list  is  called  the  “Works  Cited”  or  
“References”.  

  

Examples:  

Newspaper  Article  from  Website  

In-­‐text  citation:  Blah,  blah.  Recently,  students  attacked  a  professor  in  Pakistan  (Tavernise).  Blah,  blah.  

Works  Cited:  Tavernise,  Sabrina.  “At  Top  University,  A  Fight  For  Pakistan’s  Future.”  New  York  Times  20  April  
2010,    <  http://www.nytimes.com/2010/04/21/world/asia/21university.html?hp  >  

Book  with  Author  

In-­‐text  citation:  Blah,  blah.  The  Mongol  invasions  began  in  the  13th  century  (Tompkins  561).  Blah,  blah.  

Works  Cited:  Tompkins,  Jane,  et.  al.  World  History  from  10,000  BC.  New  York.  Oxford  Press,  2003.  Print.    

Article  in  a  magazine  

In-­‐text  citation:  Blah,  blah.  Maliki’s  list  was  defeated  in  the  recent  election  (Anderson  45).  Blah,  blah.  

Works  Cited:  Anderson,  Thomas.  “Leadership  in  Iraq”.  Time  Magazine.  4  April  2010:  44-­‐48.  

Website,  no  author  

In-­‐text  citation:  Blah,  blah.  Female  literacy  is  a  sign  of  a  Westernized  nation  (BBC  News).  Blah,  blah.  

Works  Cited:  BBC  News  “Female  Literacy  Increasing  in  Africa”  BBC  News.  13  April  2010,  
<www.bbcnews.com/Africa//African.fem.literacy.  html?hp  >    

Notes:  There  are  many  more  citations  than  those  included  here.  These  examples  use  MLA  style.  Ask  your  
professor  which  system  she  prefers  you  to  use.    

Modern  Language  Association  (MLA)  main  page:    http://www.mla.org/  
American  Psychological  Association  (APA)  style  main  page:  http://www.apastyle.org/  
Chicago  Manual  of  style  (CMS)  main  page:  http://www.chicagomanualofstyle.org/home.html  
  
If   you   have   questions,   speak  with  Mr.   Geoffrey,   your   professor,   or   search   on-­‐line.   The   Online  Writing   Lab  
(OWL)   at   Purdue   University   is   an   excellent   source   for   everything   about   research   and   writing:  
http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/    . 


